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F.xamincr Tolin, 

Thank you for accepting an in-pcrson interview on March 19, 2008 ar 3:30 pm. The 
agenda of the meeting is to discuss the proposed amendment of Claim 32, included herein, If you 
have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Claim 32 (currently amended): A method of forming a vibration clamping system for a door 
assembly of an automotive vehicle, the door assembly including an exterior panel structure, the 
method comprising: 

providing a hollowed metal door reinforcement that spans fore-aft across a door and 
bridges the door assembly at a first and second end, wherein the door reinforcement is a beam 
having an exposed external surface portion; 

providing an expandable vibration damping material including an active polymer 
formulated in pellet fo rm that is dry to touch and having a diameter that ranges from about 1 .0 
to about 20 mm. each pellet h aving an expandable foamable material, at least nartiallv 
encapsulated in an adhesive shell: 

applying, with an extruder and according to an automated process, [[an]] the 
expandable vibration damping material in a viscoelastic state such that the damping material 
flows onto the externa l surface portion and is in bonding contact over at least a portion of the 
exposed surface portion of the reinforcement prior to expansion , wherein the expandable 
vibration damping mat erial is maintained in place on the external surface portion of the door 
reinforce ment as the expandable vibration damping material hardens and bonds thereto: 

mounting the door reinforcement, with the expandable vibration damping material 
thereon, to the door assembly such that the door reinforcement bridges a door frame; and 

expanding, by exposure to heat, the expandable vibration damping material to contact 
and adhere to the exterior panel structure including [[the]] a door inner panel, a door outer 
panel A or both so as to expand and adhesively bond thereto : 

wherein the expandable vibration damping material, during expansion thereof, fills a 
cavity between the door reinforcement and the exterior panel structure for bonding the door 
reinforcement to the exterior panel structure , thereby providing a walled or expansive structure, 
which serves as a vibration redu cing medium acting to reduce vibration during transport and 
during and operation of the door assembly: 

wherein the expandabl e vibration damping material remains rigid at temperatures 
ranging from about -40°C to about 1 90°C. which are generally encount er ed bv the exterior 
panel during operation of the vehicle . 
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